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Welcome

More Information At
www.perma-fix.com
www.theedgewins.com

Dear Esteemed Guests,

Welcome to the 20th Annual Nuclear & Waste
Management Forum. We are truly honored to have you
join us here in Nashville and appreciate the time and
effort you’ve taken to be part of this milestone event.

Over the coming days, we hope you find the sessions
engaging, the discussions thought-provoking, and the
connections you make both meaningful and lasting.
This forum is designed not only to share knowledge,
explore our industry's future and find that next 
business opportunity to help grow your 
organization but also to foster meaningful
collaboration and build partnerships.

Thank you for your participation and 
continued support. Your presence plays 
a vital role in the success of this event,
and we’re grateful to have you here.

Warm regards,

Perma-Fix Environmental Services
and theEDGE, LLC
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Operates at low temperatures and ambient pressure compared to
incineration or SCWO, with destruction achievable even at room
temperature.

Unique from other destruction methodologies, Perma-FAS™ destroys
99.9999% of short- and long-chain PFAS compounds using hydrolytic
chemical destruction, emitting only environmentally friendly byproducts.
Perma-FAS™ effectively destroys PFAS and fluorocarbons in diverse media
including high-concentration liquids, soils, granular activated carbon,
sludges, and biosolids. Perma-FAS™ is efficient, scalable, and eliminates
environmental liability through the issuance of a Certificate of Management
by one of our permitted Waste Management Treatment Facilities.

REVOLUTIONIZING 
THE DESTRUCTION 
OF PFAS
Perma-Fix’s newest technology, Perma-FAS,
eradicates 99.9999+% of PFAS compounds
without destroying additional organics, paving
the way to a cleaner, greener future.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

Unique from other destruction methodologies, Perma-FAS™ destroys
99.9999% of short- and long-chain PFAS compounds using hydrolytic
chemical destruction, emitting only environmentally friendly byproducts.
ECONOMICAL
Major reactants can be easily separated from water and recycled;
the process costs only a fraction of incineration; and it can be
mobilized for in-field or on-site treatment.

VERSATILE
Effective on high-concentration liquids, soils, GAC, sludges, and
biosolids and destroys both long- and short-chain fluorocarbons.

ENERGY EFFICIENT

WHY PERMA-FAS 
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Important Information
JW Marriott Nashville: 201 8  Ave. S,  Nashville, TN 37203 | 615-291-8600th

Check-In: 4:00 p.m. CT
Check-Out: 11:00 a.m. CT
Valet Parking: All conference attendees can receive a $5.00 discount for overnight valet
parking. You must inform valet that you are a conference guest to receive the discount.
SPA by JW: Open every day 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. | 629-208-8520
Fitness Center: Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, complimentary
for all hotel guests
Hotel Gift Shop Bells & Whistles: Open Daily 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Dining at the JW Marriott: Bourbon Steak by Michael Mina
Open Mon-Thur, Sun 5:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m., Fri-Sat 5:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Bourbon Sky Open Every Day 5:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Stompin’ Grounds Restaurant Open Every Day 6:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Stompin’ Grounds Market Open Mon-Thur, Sun 6:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat 6:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Cumberland Bar Open Mon-Thur, Sun 11:00 a.m.-12:00 a.m.
Fri-Sat 11:00 a.m.-1:00 a.m.
Conference Location: Griffin Function Space EFGH
Breakfast/Lunch Location: Griffin Function Space DC
Exhibit Location: Griffin Function ABCD
Hotel FedEx Office: 615-238-2025 | usa0278@fedex.com
Open Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat 7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Opening Reception Location: Griffin Pre-Function North 
and Griffin Function Space ABCD
Wednesday Evening Event Location: House of Cards
119 3  Ave S, Lower Level, Nashville, TNrd

Thursday Evening Event Location: Kid Rock’s Honky Tonk
221 Broadway Third Floor, Nashville, TN
Nashville Airport: 1 Terminal Drive, Nashville, TN
Breakout/Meeting Room Availability: Contact 
Jessie McDonough 865-250-3377 
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Schedule At a Glance
Day 1 – Tuesday, December 2, 2025

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM — Opening Reception / Check-In
 Location: Griffin Function Space ABCD

Day 2 – Wednesday, December 3, 2025
7:30 AM – 8:30 AM — Breakfast
 Location: Griffin Function Space ABCD
8:30 AM – 5:15 PM — Exhibits Open
 Location: Griffin Function Space ABCD
8:30 AM – 3:45 PM — Opening Remarks, Keynote Address, General Sessions
 Location: Griffin Function Space EFGH
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM — Lunch 
 Location: Griffin Function Space ABCD
4:00 PM – 5:15 PM – One-on-one Meet and Greet with Various Speakers
 Location: Griffin Function Space EFGH
4:00 PM – 5:15 PM – Happy Hour Exhibitor Table Trivia
 Location: Griffin Function Space ABCD
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM – Evening Networking Event (Dinner & Entertainment)
 Location: House of Cards Nashville

Day 3 – Thursday, December 4, 2025
7:30 AM – 8:30 AM — Breakfast
 Location: Griffin Function Space ABCD
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM — Exhibits Open
 Location: Griffin Function Space ABCD
8:30 AM – 2:30 PM — Keynote Address, General Sessions
 Location: Griffin Function Space EFGH
11:45 PM – 1:00 PM — Lunch
 Location: Griffin Function Space ABCD
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM — EFCOG Packaging & Transportation Subgroup Lunch Meeting
 Location: Arlington Breakout Room
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM – Closing Reception, Exhibits and Refreshments
3:30 PM – 4:30 PM — Regulatory Training: Waste & Transportation Updates
 Location: Griffin Function Space EFGH
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM – One-on-One Meet and Greet Sandia National Laboratories
  Location: Arlington Breakout Room
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM – Evening Networking Event (Dinner & Entertainment)
  Location: Kid Rock’s Big Honky Tonk 11



Conference Agenda
Driving Efficiency While Thriving in a Government Transition

OPENING REMARKS8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

Mark Duff, President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Perma-Fix
Welcome! 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS9:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

Presenter: Tim Walsh, Assistant Secretary, DOE Office of Environmental
Management (EM)

10:25 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. BREAK

Refreshments and Exhibits
Griffin Function Space ABCD

Government Efficiency Roundtable

Moderator: Mark Duff, CEO, Perma-Fix

9:40 a.m. - 10:25 a.m.

Keynote Address

PLENARY SESSION

Nuclear Energy/National Security and DOE in Trump 2.0 Roundtable
Participants: 

Zach Wamp, Former Congressman Tennessee’s Third District, Consultant & Investor
Rick Gates, Former Trump Campaign Deputy Chairman, Co-Founder AFPI

SESSION I10:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Participants: 
Tim Walsh, Assistant Secretary, DOE - EM
Joel Bradburne, Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, DOE - EM
Ankur Bansal, Senior Advisor, Secretary of Energy DOE
Greg Meyer, Senior Vice President Nuclear and Civil Solutions, Fluor
Misty Mayes, CEO, Management Solutions, LLC

Wednesday, December 3, 2025

Moderator: Darren Shank, Co-Founder/CEO, theEDGE

Moderator: Sean Todd, Founder/Principal, Fox Potomac Resources

12Times and session numbers are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.
For the most current agenda, please scan the QR code on the front of the program.

Government Efficiency Roundtable



Presenters: 
Mark Duff, CEO, Perma-Fix
Jesse Sloane, Executive Vice President of Engineering, Deep Isolation
Mark Chapman, Senior Director, Canadian Nuclear Laboratories (CNL)

Conference Agenda
Driving Efficiency While Thriving in a Government Transition

LUNCH BREAK12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Griffin Function Space ABCD
Lunch and Exhibits

SESSION II1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Moderator: JT Grumski, CEO, TAS Energy
Presenters: 

Mark Costella, Transition & Disposition Program Manager, LLNL
Larry Brede, Y-12 Area Project Manager, UCOR
Matt Frost, Director of Waste Management, Y-12 National Security Complex, CNS

International Waste Opportunities
Moderator: Mark Duff, CEO, Perma-Fix

D&D Waste Challenge Project Opportunities

2:00 p.m. - 2:35 p.m. SESSION III

Project Updates, Uranium Enrichment Facility in Paducah, KY

Presenters:
Jantien Shizuru, Project Manager, General Matter
Chris Williams, Sr. Director of Construction, General Matter

SESSION IV2:35 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

Wednesday, December 3, 2025

Moderator: Darren Shank, Co-Founder/CEO, theEDGE

13Times and session numbers are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.
For the most current agenda, please scan the QR code on the front of the program.



Conference Agenda
Driving Efficiency While Thriving in a Government Transition

HAPPY HOUR4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Griffin Function Space EFGH
One on One Meet and Greet

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

NETWORKING EVENT 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Dinner, Drinks, & Entertainment
House of Cards, Lower Level Below Johnny Cash Museum

Wednesday, December 3, 2025

Happy Hour Exhibitor Table Trivia  (Bourbon Tasting, Old Fashions, and Bubbly)
Griffin Function Space ABCD

14

Times and session numbers are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.
For the most current agenda, please scan the QR code on the front of the program.



Conference Agenda
Driving Efficiency While Thriving in a Government Transition

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 

Day 2 Introduction
Darren Shank, Co-Founder/CEO, theEDGE

SESSION IV

8:40 a.m. - 9:00  a.m.

Thursday, December 4, 2025

WELCOME8:30 a.m. - 8:40 a.m.

Moderator: Liz Porter, Sector President, Health and Civil, Leidos

Keynote Address, Y-12 Missions, Modernization and Business Opportunities
Presenter: Mary Helen Hitson, NNSA Y-12 Field Office Manager

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

SESSION V9:00 a.m. - 9:20 a.m.

9:20 a.m. - 9:50 a.m.

9:50 a.m. - 10:20 a.m. BREAK

Business Opportunities with Savannah River Site  
Moderator: Alex Lopez, Senior Vice President Health Physics Services, Perma-Fix
Presenter: Rich Zaharek, Senior Vice President, Chief Engineer and Nuclear Safety
Officer, Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, LLC

Refreshments and Exhibits
Griffin Function Space ABCD

SESSION VI

Shaping the Future of Nuclear through New Technology Deployment
Presenter: Troy Eshleman, COO, Perma-Fix

15Times and session numbers are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.
For the most current agenda, please scan the QR code on the front of the program.



Conference Agenda
Driving Efficiency While Thriving in a Government Transition

PLENARY SESSION2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 

SESSION IV

Thursday, December 4, 2025

11:00 a.m. - 11:20 a.m.
10:20 a.m. - 10:50 a.m. SESSION VII

Sandia Multi-Year Capital Projects and GPP Projects
Moderator: Mark Ellison, Sales & Strategy Director, Amentum
Presenter: Jesse Luehring, Manager - Capital Acquisition Program, Sandia National
Laboratory 

SESSION VIII10:50 a.m. - 11:10 a.m.

Moderator: Ryan Overton, Executive Vice President, Navarro Research and Engineering
Presenters:

JD Dowell, Senior Vice President Environmental and Nuclear Business Line, Fluor
Misty Mayes, CEO, Management Solutions, LLC
Thomas Roddey, Vice President, Business Development US Nuclear, AtkinsRealis
John Eschenberg, Senior Vice President, Amentum

New Nuclear Power Plant Development in the US and Internationally, Including SMRs

theEDGE Introduction to a Central Procurement & Intelligence Hub
Presenter: Darren Shank, Co-Founder/CEO, theEDGE

LUNCH11:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Griffin Function Space ABCD
Lunch and Exhibits

SESSION X1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.

16Times and session numbers are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.
For the most current agenda, please scan the QR code on the front of the program.

SESSION IXSESSION IX

DOE EMCBC Acquisitions Update
Moderator: Darren Shank, Co-founder CEO, theEDGE
Presenter: Aaron Deckard, Procurement Director, DOE-EM Consolidated Business
Center

11:10 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.



Conference Agenda
Driving Efficiency While Thriving in a Government Transition

SESSION IV

Thursday, December 4, 2025

Refreshments and Exhibits
Griffin Function Space ABCD

CLOSING REMARKS

Conference Review
Mark Duff, CEO, Perma-Fix Environmental Services 

2:15 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Dinner, Drinks, Dancing and Music
Kid Rock’s Big Honky Tonk, Third Floor

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. NETWORKING EVENT

CLOSING RECEPTION

One on One Meet and Greet with Sandia National Laboratories
Arlington Breakout Room

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. MEET & GREET

17Times and session numbers are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.
For the most current agenda, please scan the QR code on the front of the program.
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Speakers
Ankur Bansal
Ankur Bansal currently serves as Senior Advisor 
to the Secretary of Energy, having joined the federal
 government through the Department of Government
 Efficiency (DOGE). A technology entrepreneur, operator, and investor in fintech
and real estate, he has built and scaled three companies creating over $1B in
enterprise value. A proud permabull on America, he believes deeply in its
enduring promise.

Larry Brede
Lawrence (Larry) M. Brede is a seasoned project management professional with
over 35 years of leadership in large-scale nuclear deactivation, decommissioning,
and demolition projects. As UCOR’s Y-12 Area Project Manager, he leads the safe
deactivation and demolition of legacy uranium and lithium enrichment facilities,
including complex mercury remediation efforts. A licensed Project Management
Professional, Larry holds an M.S. in Environmental Engineering from the
University of Tennessee and a B.S. from the United States Military Academy at
West Point, and has co-authored more than nine publications.

19

Joel B. Bradburne
Joel B. Bradburne became the Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for
DOE’s Office of Environmental Management (EM) in October 2025, following his
service as EM’s Acting Assistant Secretary. In this role, he oversees mission
execution, operations, and program integration across EM field sites. He
previously served as Manager of DOE’s Portsmouth/Paducah Project Office,
where he led major deactivation, demolition, and conversion projects, bringing
more than 30 years of program and project management experience in nuclear
and industrial environments. Bradburne holds a bachelor’s degree in biology, a
master’s in environmental management, and is a certified project management
professional.



Speakers

Mark Costella
Mark Costella is the Transition & Disposition Program 
Manager at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. He 
has worked his entire 42-year career at LLNL, first starting as an atmospheric
science researcher, advancing through the fields of ES&H management, into
Facilities Management. In 2006, Mark established the Institutionally Managed
Facilities organization, taking on his present role of LLNL’s Legacy Facility Long-
term Stewardship and Risk Manager with oversight of ~90 facilities, comprised of
~575K gross square feet across two sites, providing high level professional
interface to NNSA (NA-91), EM, LFO and LLNL senior management, and manages
the current direct and indirect EM, and NNSA budgets totaling over $260M. Mark
is an active participant with JOWOG-30-06, Tri-Lab Disposition Community of
Practice and Waste Management Symposia. Mark has the dubious distinction of
managing four of NNSA’s top 10 worst legacy facilities.

20

Mark Chapman
Mark Chapman is the Senior Director of the Fuel 
Program and Integrated Waste Strategy Division for 
Canadian Nuclear Laboratories. Mark is a professional engineer with nearly 30
years of experience in the nuclear industry. He has successfully executed
numerous complex fuel and waste management projects and eliminated several
million Curies of nuclear liabilities in Canada.

Perm
a-Fix of Florida 

R&D Lab



Speakers
Aaron Deckard
Aaron Deckard is the Procurement Director at the DOE Environmental
Management Consolidated Business Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. Aaron leads the
EMCBC Office of Contracting to acquire, manage, and direct the procurement of
supplies and services needed to support the EM mission, including major contracts
to further DOE-EM environmental clean-up efforts. Aaron holds an undergraduate
business degree from the University of Cincinnati and an MBA from Xavier
University.

Jonathan “JD” Dowell
Jonathan “JD” Dowell is the Senior Vice President for the Nuclear and
Environmental business line under Fluor’s Mission Solutions Group, responsible for
the company’s government and commercial M&O and nuclear EPC performance.
He brings extensive nuclear project and operations experience across the
Departments of Defense and Energy, as well as in the commercial sector with
Fluor. A retired Navy Captain, JD commanded the USS Alabama and the Naval
Undersea Warfare Center in Keyport, Washington, and later led major DOE cleanup
and decommissioning projects, including at Hanford and Portsmouth. He holds a
bachelor’s in engineering from Georgia Tech and an MBA from the University of
Nebraska, and takes special pride in returning to Tennessee—home to his family’s
deep roots and connection to the Manhattan Project.

Mark Duff
Mark Duff has 40 years of experience in the environmental and nuclear industry,
supporting defense and cleanup missions across seven DOE facilities. He joined
Perma-Fix in 2016 and has served as CEO and President since 2017. Before
joining Perma-Fix, Mark managed major DOE and international cleanup efforts,
including leading Babcock & Wilcox’s Fukushima Recovery Project in Japan and
serving as Site Manager for LATA’s $450M Environmental Remediation Contract
at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant. His extensive leadership background
also includes roles as Director of Environmental Programs at DOE’s Y-12 site,
President of SEC, and Officer with SAIC.

Perma-Fix VTD

Unit, Therma-Fix
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Speakers
John Eschenberg
John Eschenberg has over 35 years of experience 
leading major environmental cleanup, nuclear
operations, and large-scale construction projects across 
defense, commercial, and government sectors. At Amentum, he oversees
nuclear, environmental, and security operations in North America and leads the
Nuclear Center of Excellence. Previously, he served as President and CEO of
Washington River Protection Solutions and President of the Central Plateau
Cleanup Company, managing complex remediation at the Hanford Site. A
graduate of the University of Maryland, he remains dedicated to advancing the
nuclear workforce and supporting community growth.

Troy Eshleman
Troy Eshleman has over 33 years of leadership in nuclear, hazardous waste, and
environmental services, and currently serves as Chief Operating Officer of
Perma-Fix. Previously, as President of Oakleaf Environmental, he specialized in
technical support, operational turnarounds, and strategic growth for nuclear and
hazardous waste companies, including driving a major Private Equity firm
turnaround that delivered more than 75% sales growth. His extensive background
also includes senior executive roles at EnergySolutions, where he led business
development, decommissioning operations, and strategic initiatives across
complex radioactive waste and nuclear facility projects. A recognized expert in
radiological decommissioning and waste management strategy, he has
supported government and commercial clients nationwide in developing
innovative, cost-effective solutions.

Matt Frost
Matt Frost is the Director of Waste Management at the Y-12 National Security
Complex, managed by Consolidated Nuclear Security. He has 33 years of DOE
waste management experience, starting his career at the Fernald site and having
supported all sites on the Oak Ridge Reservation, along with Paducah and
Portsmouth. His organization of over 110 personnel (including the Waste
Management Services subcontractor) provides responsive support to ensure safe
and compliant cradle to grave management of Y-12 waste, encompassing effective
waste minimization and high-quality, cost-efficient characterization, packaging,
storage, shipment, treatment and disposal.

Perm
a-Fix BPU
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JT Grumski
JT is the CEO of TAS Energy. JT joined the company in 2013 bringing over 30+ years
of experience leading engineering, technical services and innovative solutions. JT
joined TAS Energy from Science Applications International Company (SAIC) where
he served over 16 years in numerous leadership roles including leading the growth
of the engineering business to over $1B in revenue and 5,000 plus in staff. He
began his career with Gulf Oil Company and progressed through senior level
engineering, operations management, and program management positions with
Westinghouse Electric and Lockheed Martin Inc. JT earned a Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering (BSME) from the University of Pittsburgh and a Master of
Science in Mechanical Engineering (MSME) from West Virginia University. In
addition to his current role as CEO of TAS Energy, JT currently serves on the Board
of Directors of Perma-Fix.

Rick Gates
Rick is an international public affairs strategist with extensive experience leading
political and policy campaigns in the U.S. and abroad, including serving as Deputy
Chairman of Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign and running the
presidential inaugural committee. He co-founded America First Policies and has
driven innovation in data, digital outreach, and research techniques that have
influenced elections worldwide. A frequent political commentator featured across
major media outlets, he is also the author of Wicked Game and an adjunct
professor at Regent University. He holds an M.A. in Public Policy from George
Washington University and a B.A. in Government from The College of William &
Mary.

Speakers

Perma-Sort, S
oil Sorter
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Speakers

Jesse Luehring
Jesse J. Luehring is a Manager of the Capital Acquisition Program at Sandia
National Laboratories, helping to oversee a $7B+ line-item portfolio and guide the
development of its DOE 413.3B-compliant project management framework. He
has 16 years of expertise in DOE Project Management, Engineering, and Facilities
Construction, including previously leading the construction of a >$150M security
project at the Y-12 National Security Complex.

Mary Helen Hitson
Mary Helen Hitson serves as the Manager for the 
NNSA Y-12 Field Office in Oak Ridge, Tennessee,
where she oversees programs, projects, safety, 
security, and quality operations at the Y-12 National Security 
Complex. With more than 29 years of federal service, she has held key leadership
roles across NNSA sites, including Y-12, Pantex, and Savannah River, and has
earned multiple DOE awards for technical and cybersecurity excellence. She
holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from Carson-Newman University and is a
Certified Information Systems Security Professional and qualified Senior
Technical Safety Manager.

Perm
a-Fix 
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Misty Mayes
Misty Mayes is the Founder and CEO of Management Solutions, LLC, a woman-
owned small business based in Knoxville with more than 23 years of experience
supporting federal programs in nuclear, defense, energy, and environmental
safety. Under her leadership, MSLLC has managed over $36B in project spend.
The firm provides program & project management, workforce development,
digital solutions, technical advisory services, and environmental services—
helping clients with nuclear regulatory compliance, risk mitigation,
decommissioning support, and program execution.

24



Greg Meyer
Greg Meyer is the Senior Vice President of the Strategic Growth Office within
Fluor’s Mission Solutions segment, leading market expansion across U.S. civil
agencies, defense, and international nuclear sectors. With over 40 years of nuclear
operations and safety experience, he previously led Fluor’s nuclear and civil
business and served as President and General Manager of the NNSA’s Pantex Plant.
A U.S. Navy veteran and former commanding officer of the USS Scranton, Greg also
represented the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Conference on Disarmament in
Geneva. He holds engineering degrees from the U.S. Naval Academy and the
University of Wisconsin and is certified as both a Project Management Professional
and Certified Safety Professional.

Liz Porter
Liz Porter is President of Leidos’ Health and Civil Sector, leading over 13,000
employees in delivering major citizen-facing solutions for federal agencies
including DOE, NASA, NSF, and federal health organizations. She previously led
Leidos’ Federal Energy & Environment business and held multiple leadership roles
at Lockheed Martin, where she drove major energy, defense, and technology
initiatives and earned the DOE–MIT Clean Energy Education and Empowerment
Award. Liz holds an electrical engineering degree from Villanova and an MBA from
the University of Colorado,  Colorado Springs, and she serves on several advisory
boards and national leadership councils.

Speakers

Perma-Fix, Eagle iScan

25



Speakers
Thomas Roddey
Thomas Roddey joined AtkinsRéalis in April 2025 as 
Vice President of Business Development – Commercial 
Nuclear, bringing over three decades of experience in the 
nuclear industry and military service. A U.S. Navy veteran and 
former Leading Engineering Laboratory Technician, he launched his civilian
career as a nuclear plant operator before advancing through key engineering and
leadership roles with Exelon Nuclear, Xcel Energy, and NextEra Energy. He later
served at the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations (INPO), where he led major
industry performance and reliability initiatives. Thomas holds a B.S. in
Mechanical Engineering from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte and
an M.S. in Energy and Resource Management from the University of California,
Berkeley, along with senior reactor certifications and service on UNC Charlotte’s
Industry Advisory Board.

Perm
a-FAS

PFAS Destruction

Technology

Darren Shank
Darren Shank is the co-founder and president of theEDGE. In 2018, after 25 years
as an executive business development leader supporting Fortune 500
corporations and small businesses in pursuing Department of Energy business
opportunities and successfully securing substantial awards in prime and
subcontracting opportunities within DOE, he launched theEDGE with his wife.
The DOE marketplace is complex, and a need for a streamlined solution to help
business developers and executives quickly identify, position, and win work more
effectively was required. Therefore, theEDGE was born. Mr. Shank has leveraged
his 30-plus years of DOE experience and expertise to develop a comprehensive
platform that provides critical market positioning across DOE sites. He looks
forward to sharing further insights into the power of theEDGE, focusing on DOE
site business opportunities, opportunity forecasts, and real-time business data
that can help you grow your organization within the DOE.
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Sean Todd
Sean Todd has served as President of Fox Potomac Resources since 2002, leading
the firm’s strategic initiatives and federal engagement efforts. From 1998 to 2001,
he was Director of Federal Agency Relations at International Technology
Corporation, following four years as a speechwriter for the U.S. Department of
Energy. Sean holds a bachelor’s degree from Georgetown University (1989) and a
Master of Science from the University of Maryland (1997).

Speakers

Perma-Fix D & D

Jesse Sloane
Jesse Sloane is the Executive VP of Engineering at Deep Isolation, providing
innovative solutions for the disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level waste.
With his background as a Nuclear Trained Officer with the US Navy specializing in
spent fuel handling operations, he works with Deep Isolation’s strategic partners
in the development of integrated waste management systems for the safe
storage, transport, and disposal of nuclear waste. Jesse serves as the Principal
Investigator for multiple projects funded through the DOE, including the
Advanced Research Projects Agency–Energy (ARPA-E). This work is focused on
the development of disposal systems for advanced reactor and reprocessing
waste forms.

Jantien Shizuru
Jantien Shizuru is the Program Manager for General Matter’s Paducah Project.
Prior to General Matter, she worked at The Boring Company where she
supported construction of the company’s first R&D test tunnel. She also worked
on the company’s first commercial Loop system in Las Vegas, Nevada during
development, construction, and operations of the project. Following The Boring
Company, she worked in the energy space developing R&D and utility-scale
concentrated solar projects at Heliogen, supporting a variety of functions within
the company, including project planning, design and construction, regulatory
compliance, government relations, and community outreach. She holds a B.S.E.
in Civil and Environmental Engineering from Princeton University.

27



Speakers

Chris Williams
Chris Williams brings nearly two decades of general 
contracting experience to General Matter. His background
spans a range of sectors, including industrial manufacturing, heavy
infrastructure, wastewater/water treatment, transportation, and high-rise
construction. Most recently, Chris led all construction operations for Redwood
Materials across campuses in Nevada and South Carolina, overseeing general
contracting scopes as part of Redwood’s internal EPC (Engineering,
Procurement, and Construction) team.

Perm
a-Fix of Florida
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Zach Wamp
Zach Wamp represented Tennessee’s Third District in the U.S. Congress from
1995 to 2011, serving 14 years on the Appropriations Committee and holding 
several leadership roles, including ranking member of the Military
Construction/Veterans Affairs Subcommittee. He is recognized for founding the
Tennessee Valley Technology Corridor, authoring the legislation creating the
Moccasin Bend National Archeological District, and helping establish the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security after 9/11. Today, Zach works as a consultant
and investor in the energy and security sectors and serves in leadership roles
with national organizations such as Learning Blade, the National Council on
Election Integrity, and the Gospel Music Foundation. 

Tim Walsh
Timothy J. Walsh serves as Assistant Secretary for the
 U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Environmental 
Management, leading nationwide efforts to safely remediate environmental
legacies from eight decades of nuclear weapons and energy research. He works
collaboratively with communities and industry partners to revitalize former
nuclear sites through reindustrialization that supports energy innovation, AI
advancement, and manufacturing growth. A decorated U.S. Army veteran and
Bronze Star recipient, Tim served in the 82nd Airborne Division and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers during Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. In the
private sector, he built and led major construction and real estate development
firms, completing over $2.5 billion in sustainable, mixed-use projects across the
U.S. and abroad.
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Rich Zaharek
Rich Zaharek has served as Senior Vice President, Chief Engineer, and Nuclear
Safety Officer for Savannah River Nuclear Solutions (SRNS) since 2023 and is now
transitioning to a key role as Senior Advisor for Strategic Planning and Integration
to help accelerate major infrastructure recapitalization efforts. He brings more
than 35 years of experience in nuclear operations, design, construction, testing,
and program management across the DOE complex and U.S. nuclear shipyards.
Before joining SRNS, he spent 28 years with Newport News Shipbuilding supporting
the delivery of nuclear-powered submarines and aircraft carriers and overseeing
reactor defueling and deactivation at Idaho National Laboratory. Zaharek holds
engineering degrees from the United States Merchant Marine Academy and the
University of New Haven, and he serves on the boards of the Aiken County Family
YMCA and the CSRA American Heart Association.

Speakers

Perma-Fix D & D
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Perma-Fix / Roy G. Post

A N N U A L  G O L F
T O U R N A M E N T

Benefitting St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
and the Roy G. Post Foundation

7 MARCH 2026  || 10:00 AT VERRADO GOLF CLUB

www.PFRGPGolf.com
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